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Help Me Help You Communicate More Better: XXX’s and OOO’s (An American Girl) 
 
Apostrophes trip up a lot of people. There are many, many rules to proper apostrophe use, but 
today I will focus on the one that particularly grinds my gears. 
 
An apostrophe does not make anything plural.* 
 
I get it. It’s scary to just add “es” or “s” to something and call it good. It feels very informal and 
wrong and maybe a little dirty. But I promise you: It’s okay. I wrote a ridiculous little poem to 
make use of the instances where people want to put unnecessary apostrophes. It’s terrible, but 
it does the job. 
 
An apostrophe does not a plural make 
no ifs, ands, or buts about it.  
Print this list of dos and don’ts  
so you never have to doubt it. 
And for all you moms and dads out there 
keeping up with the Joneses or the Smiths: 
You don’t need pricey SUVs or LBDs 
or fancy vodkas that come in fifths. 
We’ve come a long way, baby, 
from the totally awesome ’80s 
to the 2010s where proper grammar 
makes for sexy gentlemen and ladies. 
 
Hopefully this has been vital information for your everyday life. As always, let me know if you 
have any questions. 
 
* Actually, like every other grammar rule in existence, there is one exception (that I’m aware of): 
the pluralization of single letters. So, mind your p’s and q’s when talking about the O’s. But 
that’s it. All other plurals do not need apostrophes, including multiple letters (CEOs should sing 
their ABCs instead of Trisha Yearwood’s incorrectly titled hit single that served as this week’s 
subject line—she should have opted for X’s and O’s instead of tripling each letter. Too bad I was 
in fourth grade and unavailable for consultation when she released that song.). 
 
 


